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 PRESIDENTõS CLIVIA EXPO 2017 MESSAGE 
 

ear Members,  
It is with pleasure I write to you all to report that 
the Clivia Expo 2017 was another successful event, 

and I thank all the members and their families who 
supported the event in various ways.  There w ere 111 
beautiful plants, with all the different colours one could 
wish for, from 16 exhibitors. To those who were unable to 
attend, photos taken by John MacKenzie have been 
uploaded to the gallery of the Melbourne Clivia Group 
website by Lisa Fox. Thanks for letting us all enjoy the expo 
at any time and recall our favourites.  
 
I qualify success principally by observation, how the 
visiting public and members seemed to enjoy the day. To 
my eyes, there was a steady entrance of keen gardeners 
wanting to view,  buy and learn more about growing Clivia. 
Entrance numbers were a little down from previous years, 
but still over 200 people attended. The visitors were greeted 
by friendly faces, both at the door and at reception.  
 
Below, Andrea Whitty and John Trotter  

 
 

 
Below, Brenda G, Erika van der Spuy and Mal Foster 

 
 Above, Kelvin Mitchell and below, with John Trotter  

 
The ôAsk meõ vests, in addition to members wearing our 
embodied vests, polos  and name badges, not only looked 
great, but made for better contact with our visitors. Thanks 
to John Trotter and his support team for making everyone 
feel welcomed from the moment they arrived. Inside the 
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community centre, at the MCG table, there were sales of 
Helen Burrowsõ gift cards, Clivia Society publications and 
colour charts.  
 
We received 5 new membership applications. Welcome to 
the group, and I look forward to getting to know you better 
at the meetings.   Thanks to all who helped at the info table 
with this important aspect of the day.  

 
Above, Ian Larmer and Nick Cheng 

 
Above, Alan OõLeary, Terry E, Ian, Margaret Rackham  
 
The demonstration table was popular as ever, and Helen 
did a wonderful job explaining techniques for pollination 
and sowing seeds.  

  
 

 
Above, Paul Smith looks on. 

 
Above, Margaret Rackham enjoying the demonstration. 
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I enjoyed experiencing the relaxed and communal 
hospitable atmosphere created by the excellent catering. 
Thanks to Di, not only for the amazing cakes and 
sandwiches, but to her, Jules and Maria Clarke for the 
friendly  service to all. It was wonderful to see members 
taking time out and enjoying themselves at the large round 
tables.  

 
Roger C and Garry Brady on the Trading Table 

 
 
The Trading Table was busy with sales throughout the day, 
but I noticed more requests for unusual colour C. miniata 
and interspecific crosses. I guess many of those attending 
already have some Clivia, so are seeking something a bit 
different. Well done Roger Clarke and the other members 
on the tables, as I know there are so many questions to 
answer, and not just about the plants for sale. 

 
ôTKOõ auction lot 
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ôHiraoõ auction lot 
 
The silent auction did create another interesting aspect to 
the day. Thank you to Hugh Williams for the incredi bly 
generous donation of the two lots, a ôHiraoõ and a ôTKOõ. 
The auction raised in excess of $1000. Congratulations to 
the successful bidders on winning such impressive plants. 
 

 
ôWestleigh Wonderõ 

 
ôWestleigh Wonderõ 
 

 
ôWestleigh Wonderõ 
 
It came as little surprise to me to be told that the Peoplesõ 
Choice Award was awarded to Terry Edwards for his rare 
and very eye catching chimera flowering Clivia ôWestleigh 
Wonderõ. Not only did it have the umbel with different 
colour flow ers (both green and a muted bronze), it had an 
offset with darker bronze flowers.   
 



 

 

October  2017 
           Vol . 10.4 

  
 

© Copyright 2017 Melbourne Clivia Group Inc.  
Page 5 

 

 
ôUQõ 
 
Runner up for the Peoplesõ Choice was ôUQõ, a small 
compact plant with bronze flowers imported from Hattori 
in Japan, owned by Lisa Fox.  
 

 
ôFlorid White Lips Bronzeõ  
 
Third place went to a ôFlorid White Lips Bronzeõ owned by 
Terry Edwards. This impressive plant had three umbels of 
distinctive flowers  
 
.  
Thanks to Barry Plant Real Estate (Blackburn) for the 
sponsorship of the promotion billboard outside the centr e, 
with the great graphic design by Vu Dang and organised by 
John Trotter.  
 

 
 

 
Sincere thanks to Andrew Briginshaw and Sam from 
Richgro.  We are very grateful for generous support of our 
event with raffle prizes, samples, and gift packs for 
exhibitors, and promotion of the expo on social media.   
 
To the committee thank you for the hours in preparation, 
with meetings, email and phone calls to getting manner of 
things sorted. My special thanks to Rae Begg, for all the 
printing, and our Treasurer, Chee Perks, for her diligence 
with the financials. And finally thanks to Paul Smith for 
being registrar and Brenda Girdlestone for being Chief 
Steward.   

 
 
 
 
 


